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December 12,1802 Q 818 

FRANCE. 

Smallpox epidemic at Roubaix. 

The United States consul at Roubaix reports, November 17, 1002, as 
follows : The medical committee appointed by the municipal adminis- 
tration of Roubaix on September 20 for the purpose of reporting 
on the sanitary condition of Roubaix met on October 14. The com- 
mittee reported that the condition of the town has been decidedly 
worse since their last reunion. At that time there were only a few 
isolated cases of smallpox, but the disease now threatens to become 
epidemic. As gratuitous vaccination then resolved upon has not given 
the satisfactory result expected, the members of the medical committee 
are of the opinion that the city authorities should resort to stringent 
measures. As soon as a decision concerning these measures shall have 
been taken, the public will be advised by rhe press and posters. The 
city authorities appeal to the public to take advantage of gratuitous 
vaccination and to aid in stamping out this dire malady, which has 
ravaged Lille for several months past. 

During the past week, there were 133 new cases at Lille and 38 deaths. 
Typhoid fever has also appeared in epidemic form in Lille. Public 
reunions were held during the summer, when the evil was fully discussed, 
but uothing seems to have been done to overcome it. 

GERMANY. 

Plague and cholera in various countries. 

Berlin, Germany, November 21, 1902. 

Consul-General Mason reports the following information from the 
Imperial health office at Berlin : 

Russia. — Between November 1 and November 8, according to an 
official statement, no new cases of plague occurred in Odessa, but on 
November 5 an old case terminated in death. On November 10, 11 
patients were still under treatment in the plague hospital. 

Egypt. — On November 1, a fresh case of plague was recorded in 
Alexandria, wbich ended in death on November 2. 

British India. — In the city of Bombay, during the week ended 
October 28, the total number of deaths registered amounted to 708 ; 142 
of which were caused by plague. 

Japan. — Up to October 10, 5 cases of plague had occurred in Yoko- 
hama, of which 2 ended in death. Travelers arriving from Yokohama 
have to undergo medical examination at the Shimbashi station. 

Mauritius. — During the period from September 5 to October 9, 3ft 
plague cases, with 31 deaths, were recorded. 

Brazil. — In Rio de Janeiro, during the second half of the month of 
September, there were registered 25 deaths from plague. During the 
first half of October 16 deaths from plague were recorded. In Campos, 
according to a communication dated October 20, plague has again 
broken out. 

November 24, 1902. 

Russia. — According to the official bulletins published in the Govern- 
ment Gazette of November 7, there were registered between October 25 
and October 30, in Yladivostock 7 cases of cholera ; in Chaborowski, 
Nickolajewsk, and Nikolsk-Ussurysk together, 4 cases. 

Turkey. — According to official reports from Syria, the following new 
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cases of cholera aud deaths, respectively, have, been recorded between 
November 2 and November 0: In Qaza, 35 fresh cases, 87 deaths; 
Lydda, 70 fresh eases 30 deaths; Tiberias, 102 fresh cases, 07 deaths. 
Up to November 3, according to official telegraphic reports, the follow- 
ing cholera patients bad succumbed to the disease: hi Gaza, 910 ; Lyd- 
da, 241, and up to November 2, in Tiberias. 2). In Jaffa, 2 cholera 
cases were registered between November 1 aud November 4. The total 
number of deaths from cholera in Syria and Palestine, up to October 3, 
amounted to 800, and for the three first days of November, 480 

In Hodeida, where, between September 10 and October 20. a total 
number of 120 persons died of cholera. According to a telegraphic 
report dated November 5, no new cases of cholera had occurred since 
three days. In the vicinity of Loheya, according to a report dated 
September 20, within twenty five days, 217 persons died of cholera. 

Egypt. — Between October 28 and November 3, according to the official 
weekly bulletins, there were registered in the whole of Egypt 100 fresh 
cases of cholera and 170 deaths. 

Japan. — Between September 15 and October 4 there were registered 
in Kobe 288 cholera cases, of which 230 terminated in death. 

In Osaka, up to September 30, 700 cholera cases (208 deaths) had been 
recorded. In Kioto, up to the same date, there had occurred 101 cases 
of cholera, 120 deaths. 

Health of Berlin — Weekly death rate, comparative. 

November 22, 1902. 
During the week ended November 8 the death rate of Berlin was 
somewhat higher than in the foregoing week, amounting to 13.0 per 
1,000 inhabitants, but was lower than tor the corresponding week of the 
previous year, in which it amounted to 14.8 per 1,000. Of the German 
large towns, only Schoncberg (with 13.2 per 1.000). Stuttgart. Altona, 
Essen, Halle, and Hanover had somewhat more favorable conditions 
than Berliu. The death rates of Charlottenburg (15.1 per 1,000), 
Munich, Nuremberg, Cologne, Dresden, also of Loudon, Paris, and 
Vienna were all considerably higher than Berlin. The figures of Aachen 
and Kduigsberg reached almost double those of Berlin. The increase 
in the number of deaths was fairly equally distributed among children 
in their first year and the higher age classes The infant death rate 
rose from 3.2 to 3.7 per 1,000, but still was not half so high as that of 
Munich, Nuremberg, and Chemnitz. Among the causes of death, con- 
sumption again predominated, without, however, being of more fre- 
quent occurrence than usual at this season of the year, claiming in this 
week 71 victims. Acnte diseases of the intestines were of less frequent 
occurrence and led to death in 31 cases. Among the infectious diseases, 
scarlet fever caused deaths. Cases of diphtheria were more rare than 
in the last half of October. There were registered 4 deaths from mea- 
sles, being a slight increase over the foregoing week. 

Compulsory insurance against sickness, death, accidents, and old age. 

[Extract from the Manual of Health, issued by the imperial health office at Berlin.] 

November 22, 1002. 
In the German Empire at present every person employed at a salary 
in trade or business (in round numbers 8,000,000) is compulsorily 
insured, the employer having to pay one-third and the employee two- 



